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(Exploration ano IMscobetg. 

Excavations at Corinth. — From a circular issued by the Ameri- 
can School of Classical Studies at Athens we learn the following facts : 
Three years ago the Ephor-General of Antiquities in Greece granted 
to the American School at Athens the privilege of conducting excava- 
tions on the site of ancient Corinth. The director of the school, Pro- 
fessor Richardson, and his colleague for the year, Professor Benjamin 
Ide Wheeler, of Cornell University, agreed that no available site in the 
kingdom promised more important results from excavations than this 
city, which in all Greece was second only to Athens in magnificence, 
wealth, and population, and had great historic interest. They were 
well aware of the magnitude of the enterprise ; not only was the extent 
of the ancient city vast, but the ruins also are covered by a layer of soil 
which in many places is from fifteen to twenty feet in thickness. 

The work in 1896 was of a tentative nature. The topography of 
Corinth was absolutely unknown, except for the great landmarks of the 
two harbors, Acrocorinthus, and the Isthmian Sanctuary in the suburbs. 
Even the old ruined temple had no certain name. Twenty trial 
trenches were dug, and the ancient Greek theater was discovered, with 
portions of a Roman theater resting upon it, and indications of the 
proximity of the Agora. 

In 1897 the work of excavation was interrupted by the war between 
Greece and Turkey. 

In 1898 the excavations were continued, with about 120 men, and 
were facilitated by the use of a track and twelve cars which the French 
had used in their work at Delphi and had now kindly rented to us. 
The main result of these excavations was the discovery of the fountain 
Pirene, which was the center of the life of the ancient city. In tenta- 
tive digging near the old temple, which is now identified as the temple 
of Apollo by its relations to Pirene, two of its fallen monolithic col- 
umns were found. Five statues were discovered near Pirene, but 
unfortunately they were headless. The number of inscriptions was 
not large, but includes the lintel of the synagogue of the Jews — prob- 
ably the very synagogue in which St. Paul taught when he came first 
to Corinth. Many smaller objects of interest were discovered, from 
all ages of the 'city's life. 
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The American School at Athens needs money with which to con- 
tinue the excavations at Corinth in the spring of 1899. The managing 
committee would regret on every account to stop the work at the pres- 
ent point. The stage of experiment is passed. With the temple of 
Apollo, the theater, and Pirene identified, no further excavation in that 
region need be at random. The track and cars are now at Corinth 
ready for use. The discovery of the two fallen columns of the temple 
of Apollo warrants the hope of further discoveries in the vicinity. That 
so much has been accomplished on so great a field with so limited 
means testifies to the learning and judgment of the director, and 
entitles him to the gratitude and support of the friends of the school. 

As is probably known to the readers of the Biblical World, it is 
now a year since Victor Loret, director general of the Egyptian Ser- 
vice des Antiquitis, discovered the tombs of Thotmes III. and his son 
Amenhotep II. at Thebes. The tomb of the former contained no body, 
but that of the latter contained not merely the body of Amenhotep II., 
but also the mummies of a series of other famous kings. In a side 
chamber, according to Loret, lay the bodies of Thotmes IV., Amenho- 
tep III., Amenhotep IV. of the XVIIIth dynasty, besides six other 
kings of the following dynasties. 

The discovery of Amenhotep IV. 's body created great interest, for, 
as is well known, this great reformer, who was buried in his own city, 
now called Tell-el-Amarna, was so hated by the priests of Amon whom 
he had suppressed that they wrecked his tomb, destroyed his sarcopha- 
gus, and left not a trace of his body. To find this body in a tomb at 
Thebes, the city of that very Amon' whose priesthood had wrecked its 
original tomb, was in the highest degree surprising. 

An examination by Borchardt and others shows that, as might have 
been expected, a misreading by Loret was the cause of this improbable 
identification. The real reading of the hieratic text on the body shows 
it to be that of Merenptah. This is interesting. The fact that this 
king's body could not be found had led the dilettante to the conclu- 
sion that he must have been the Pharaoh who was drowned in the Red 
Sea. As he ruled at the close of the XlXth dynasty, when the exodus 
may very probably have taken place, this conclusion was regarded as 
secure. Apart from the fact that the biblical narrative does not state 
that the Pharaoh was drowned, and the further fact that many Pharaohs' 
bodies are missing, this theory is now hopelessly shattered by the dis- 
covery of Merenptah's body. 



